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President’s Message 

This past year THD has had many successes in zoning issues, as well as some losses. We’ve 

“won” an extension of the moratorium on financial institutions for another year or so, but we’ve 

“lost” a few more sites to new financial institutions on the outskirts of our moratorium area. Two 

of these losses occurred when we were not represented at hearings. The Board sent letters, but 

letters are not enough. Why weren’t we there? Out of 550 members it seems someone 

i^pies a small loyal, over-worked groups of people would be able to attend a meeting and speak 

on an issue that so affects our neighborhood. 

In any one month, there are easily 6-8 zoning issues going on at once in the North Beach/ 

Telegraph Hill/Waterfront area. Some of these issues are watched for months before action is 

needed. Others happen quickly. With the help of our members and the assistance of the City 

Planning Department and the Board of Supervisors, we learn of possible problems, and we can 

act through phone calls, letters, and public appearances at City Hall. 

But we need help! Following one issue through the planning and zoning process can be 

time-consuming. Call me and tell me you’re willing to follow the next request for a conditional 

use or variance that comes up. We will help you through the process. We’ve accumulated the 

expertise; now we need the support. If you help, you’ll experience the great satisfaction of 

making your neighborhood more liveable. Please call me at 421-1466 and volunteer today. 
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THD OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

OFFICERS: 
President 

Vice President 
Recording Secretary 

Corresponding Secretary 
Treasurer 

Financial Secretary 
Historian 

Editor—Semaphore 

*Jane Winslow. 
*Greg Jones. 
Jim Ricereto. 
Tom Havey. 
Richard Winn. 
Rhoda Robinson. 
Nan Roth. 
Lynne Burwell. 

^denotes Executive Committee 

.. 396 Lombard 

.... 58 Edgardo 
20 San Antonio 
.... 529 Vallejo 
.... 455 Vallejo 
. .276 Francisco 
....2017 Grant 
.. 321 Chestnut 

DIRECTORS, 1984-1986 
Sue Cauthen.1321B Montgomery 
Judy Robinson.562B Lombard 
Virginia Sletteland.448 Greenwich 
Bill Van Beckum.20 Romolo 

DIRECTORS, 1984-1985 
Nancy McCabe. 355 Lombard 
Jeanne Milligan.486 Union 
Jack Moss.265 Telegraph Hill 
Bob Tibbits.386 Chestnut 

Ex Officio Jerry Petruzzelli.288 Union 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 
Budget Richard Winn.455 Vallejo 

Membership Rhoda Robinson.276 Francisco 
Program Bill Van Beckum.20 Romolo 

Semaphore Lynne Burwell.321 Chestnut 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
Planning and Zoning Judy Robinson.562B Lombard 

Jane Winslow. 396 Lombard 
Landmarks Nan Roth.2017 Grant 
Waterfront Bob Katz.2 Whiting 

Parks and Trees Nancy McCabe. 355 Lombard 
Crime Prevention June Fraps.1941 Stockton 

Refuse Pat Brown.12 Aladdin 
Parking Nancy Katz.2 Whiting 
Movies Margaret Gwathmey.273 Green 

Neighborhood Liaison Sue Cauthen.1321B Montgomery 
Social Jeanne Milligan.486 Union 

Clean Water Jerry Petruzzelli.288 Union 

MEMBERS: Please call these chairs and volunteer to serve today! 

986-6412 
433-2975 
391-5524 
398-2481 
781-5221 
397-2176 
982-9715 

391-0737 
982-8533 
781-4352 
433-2369 

986-6412 
989-0494 
781-4077 
986-7227 
397-6043 

398-2481 
781-5221 
433-2369 
982-9715 

982^fe 
421-tR 
397- 2176 
986-1890 
986-6412 
398- 1058 
775-7528 
986-1890 
982-4221 
391-0737 
989-0494 
397-6043 
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Excerpts from Letter from 
the Urban Forester 

Trees in Marini Plaza 

m: James H. Cooney, Jr. 

Asst. Supt. of Parks, Urban Forester 

I wholly agree with you that the pruning job 

appears to be drastic and insensi¬ 

tive. . . There are two primary reasons for 

this assault to the senses: (1) until quite re¬ 

cently, the SF Recreation & Parks Dept, had 

only 1 (5 person) tree crew and (2) the Lom¬ 

bardy poplars are probably the wrong species 

for that location; smaller trees would not re¬ 

quire disproportionate reduction in size. 

Many years ago those same trees had been 

topped and the regrowth resulyears ago 

those same trees had been topped and the 

regrowth resulted in many large limbs with 

predominately vertical orientation, all 

attached in a relatively small area of the 

bole. This kind of structured orientation, 

very narrow angles of branch attachment, 

make mechanical failure of the branches and 

potential hazard more likely. Thus the new 

pruning cuts had to be made below where the 

tree had been pruned before—resulting in 

some very large and unattractive pruning 
wounds. 

I^^mclusion, the Lombardy poplar would 

not the species of choice for that site. The 

trees are, however, a bit of the local color and 

tradition of North Beach. We would hesitate 

to replace them at this time. 

We are most pleased to see an expression of 

concern for San Francisco’s trees and their 

management. The benefits of trees in en¬ 

hancing the urban environment are too often 

not given sufficient value by the lay person. 

ai 
INTERSECTION 

FOR THE ARTS 

SUMMER 1984 
PERFORMANCE 

May 30-June 9 
Klaumada Movement Theatre 
(Seattle) in “Gag—A Clown Play" 

June 15—July 7 
"Choices” 
by Ellen Sebastian & 
T.E.L.E. Productions 

July 12-August 4 
Intersection Summer Variety Festival 
featuring Duck’s Breath Mystery Theatre, 
Ethnic Music Festival and a weekend 
late night radio variety hour featuring 
local comics, musicians, vaudevillians, 
etc. 

August 9-11 
A New Performance Work 
by John Woodall 

August 15-September 8 
“Project Job” 
written & performed by 
Fred Curchack & 
Zbigniew Cynkutis (Poland) 

Box Office: 982-2356 

POETRY 

Readings every Tuesday, 8:00 p.m. 

756 Union St., S. F. 397-6061 
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Parks and Trees Committee 

Serving lunch, dinner and our 
special antipasti every day! 

North Beach Playground 

THD’s Parks and Trees Committee, 

cerned parents and two neighborh! 

architects applied for funds to improve and 

upgrade the Columbus/Greenwich corner 

playground area. In March 1984 we received 

word that $53,000 was recommended and 

approved for that project. The plans call for 

work to be started and completed some time 

within 1984—85. 

434-2900 

673 UNION ST. at POWELL 

^TTTTTH!! 

SEAFOOD 

FRESH PASTA • SALADS 

Vintage Wines by the Glass • Espresso Coffee 

Desserts 

g\feSTidd 
RESTAURANT/WINE BAR 

373 BROADWAY - SAN FRANCISCO 

391-7524 
VALET PARKING 

Coit Tower 

It has been suggested that the statue of Col¬ 

umbus in the parking lot at Coit Tower be 

encircled with an 18” iron fence. The idea is 

to protect the landscaping around the bottom 

of the statue. Cost of such a fence would be 

five to seven thousand dollars. Anyone 

wishing to see this project undertaken or 

with knowledge about funding sources 
should contact John Huttinger, Park & Rec, 

McLaren Lodge, Golden Gate Park. 

Kearny St. Greening 

The Dwellers have been trying for years to 

improve the Kearny Street Steps, (between 

Broadway/Vallejo) to remove the grime, the 

broken paving, the blight. Small trees ^fca 

mini-park could be added at the top oWie 

street, with a sculpture and better lighting. 

The plans suggested would include adequate 

access to garages and for Fire Department 

equipment, but would discourage street 

parking. 

From downtown Coit Tower is viewed at the 

top of the hill, with presently unattractive 

Kearny Street visually leading up to the 

tower. 
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Funds were allocated years ago by the De¬ 

partment of Public works to begin improve¬ 

ment plans for this area. However, for va¬ 

rious reasons, work has not yet commenced. t resent the obstacle seems to be releasing 

noney for the project and allowing a local 

architect to plan and oversee construction. 

Bill and Kitty Van Beckum, (THD Parks and 

Trees Committee members) are investigat¬ 

ing the delays in getting this item discussed 

at the DPW Commission meetings. 

Hip Hip Hooray 

Dr. John Erskine, son of the late Dorothy 

Erskine, has contacted the Stanley Smith 

Horticultural Fund, an international trust 

fund in England. They have agreed to don¬ 

ate, in Dorothy’s memory, $10,000 for horti¬ 

cultural items on Telegraph Hill. 

The Dept, of Parks and Recreation will over¬ 

see the spending of funds. Many thanks to 

Dr. Erskine and the Stanley Smith Horti¬ 

cultural Fund. 

Volunteers 

If you enjoy outdoor gardening and would 

like to donate time to city parks please con¬ 

tact Tom Chiosso, Corps for Special Projects 

at Park & Rec (751-8769). Volunteers work 

oj^fcoblic property in the area of their choice 

uWr the direction of Park & Rec. 

High Rise Shrinks Again 
The latest hearing on 1171 Sansome before 

the Planning Department is May 10th. Many 

discussions have been held with the develop¬ 

er, neighbors, and the Planning Department, 

which should result in mitigation of prob¬ 

lems. The latest plan is for an 8-story build¬ 

ing, down from the original 12 stories (and 

down from the 10 stories detailed in the last 

Semaphore). Eternal vigilance does have its 

rewards! 

g FI “the in place to dine” n 

fcfe CAPP’S CORNER \ 
M 1600 POWELL ST. dk 

Wk 988-2580 

JMpHRL San Francisco's Finest Italian 

Will II I Family Style Dinner restaurant 

Vrtjl M Your Hosts 
imrlf/tm Frank Sarubbi Joe Capp 

COST PLUS 
HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS FROM 

ROUND THE 
WORLD! 

Fisherman’s Wharf 

2552 Taylor St. at North Point 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Speedy'S 
NEW UNION GROCERY 

301 Union Street 

WINES Corner Montgomery 

LIQUORS " DELIVERY SERVICE 

Quality Meats — Selected Fruits and Vegetables 

De Martini Bros. Inc. 
general contractors 

1831 POWELL ST. • SAN FRANCISCO. CAL 94133 

5 



Abraca Dabra 
Housekeeping Agency 

High Quality—Dependable—Systematic 

We use only your cleaning products and 
equipment to insure proper, continued care. 

738 Union Street Phone 
San Francisco, CA 94133 956-2194 

ALFRED R. PISCIOTTA 
& SONS 

"Old World Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies • Blinds • Shades 

2060 Stockton St. • 7S1-6277_ 

History of THD 
(continued from the last Semaphore, p. 17) 

Telegraph Hill Dwellers consider V 

ton Square a very important park, 

businesses in the area persuaded the city to 

build a parking garage under the square. 

Having seen the effect of such garages on 

Portsmouth Square and Union Square—dep¬ 

rived of contours, walled off from the sur¬ 

rounding streets, and lacking major trees 

and natural beauty—the Telegraph Hill 

Dwellers adamantly opposed the plan and 

were able to persuade the mayor to veto the 

garage. Fortunately for the residents’ point 

of view, construction costs for underground 

garages no longer make them feasible. 

The list of battles goes on and on—every 

development on the city’s northern water¬ 

front is scrutinized by volunteers from THD. 

THD helped establish a lower height limit 

between the hill and the Embarcadero and 

supported the reduction of the height in the 

Golden Gateway, Phase III. By blocking the 

elevated Embarcadero Freeway from encirc¬ 

ling the northern waterfront, the THD 

helped start a nationwide revolt against 

urban freeways. 

Telegraph Hill Dwellers are active^fcLn- 

volved in improving their immediafflWn- 

vironment. Inspired by the examples set by 

the late Dorothy Erskine, who planted trees 

and improved our parks, we are working 

closely with the Friends of the Urban Forest 

to preserve and extend the ever decreasing 

population of sound-buffering, shade¬ 

providing sidewalk trees. Another long¬ 

standing THD member, Grace Marchant, 

who died at 96 last year, was responsible for 

creating the beautiful Filbert Steps area on 

the East side of the hill and is being remem- 
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bered by THD’s active sponsorship and en¬ 

couragement of beautification projects in our 

area. 

In the last twenty-nine years, the issues of 

■icern to the Telegraph Hill Dwellers have 

remained quite constant—parks, cars, zon¬ 

ing, height limits, the #39 bus, preservation 

of the neighborhood. Many people have come 

and gone (some stalwarts have stayed with it 

all the way through), but the over 500 dues- 

paying members in 1983 are just as persis¬ 

tent as the 50 original founders were in 1954. 

All this activity over the years has been en¬ 

hanced by a variety of spectacular social acti¬ 

vities—from the formal 25th anniversary 

dinner dance at the Italian American Athle¬ 

tic Club in 1979 to annual new member cock¬ 

tail parties. For the past two years, the ele¬ 

gant Christmas Social has been hosted by 

Julius’ Castle. Our group’s quarterly dinner 

meetings have been held at such North 

Beach landmarks as Caesar’s, San Remo, 

Des Alpes and the Old Spaghetti Factory res¬ 

taurants, featuring not only fine food, but 

also an open forum for participating in THD 

policy. Representatives from various City 

Hall departments are often present to discuss 

issues of interest and concern to the mem¬ 

bership at large. 

An Article on EIR’s 
from San Francisco Tomorrow 

Last month the Court of Appeals decided that 

the S.F. Planning Commission erred in cer¬ 

tifying EIRs that failed to consider effects of 

downtown development. In strong and direct 

language chastising the Planning Commis¬ 

sion, the Court rendered its decision, saying 

in part that the city: 

515 Columbus Avenue 
San Francisco, Ca. 94133 
(415) 982-7400 

Open for Lunch end Dinner 
Closed on Tuesday 

Monday through Thursday 
Lunch 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Dinner 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Friday 

Lunch 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Dinner 5:00 p.m. to Midnight 

Saturday and Sunday 
Closed for Lunch 

Dinner 5:00 p.m. to Mldnlghl 

Antonio Stornaiuoio 

(415) 397-8458 -v',i; ?■ 

dm 
Ristorante Gnfone 

1609 Powell Street 
BRUNO P. PELLA San Francisco, California 94133 

VHS 
or 

BETA 

HOME MOVIE-VIDEO RECORDER 
RENTAL AND SALES 

No Membership Required 
Video A ccessories 

Ask for: 
Mike or Tony D’Alessandro 

1075 COLUMBUS AVENUE 
(Columbus and Francisco) 

885-4588 

Discount to THD Members 

uido's 
RESTAURANT 

GUIDO PICCININI Reservation Suggested 

347 COLUMBUS AVE. 982-2157 
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LOUVRE 
CUSTOM 

FRAMING 
645 CHESTNUT GR 4-6648 

Since 1927 

The Best Italian Food Cooked to Order 

in North Beach 

May Ditano 611 Broadway 
Proprietor (415) 781-2939 

FA VORITEINOSTRIRECLAMA TORI 

362-4726 

NEW PISA 
ESTAURANT 

5 50 Green 
Street 

ITALIAN FOOD 
Open 

Lunch and Dinner Daily 
Except Wednesday 
Banquet Facilities 

1) “underestimated the actual amount of 

new downtown development, understated 

the true impacts from such development, and 

thereby undermined any effort to provide 

adequate mitigation measures.” 

2) . . the development of downtown San 

Francisco generally occurs bit by bit. No one 

project may appear to cause a significant 

amount of adverse effects. However, without 

a mechanism for addressing the cumulative 

effects of individual projects, there could nev¬ 

er be any awareness of control over the speed 

and manner of downtown development. 

Without such control, piecemeal develop¬ 

ment would inevitably cause havoc in vir¬ 

tually every aspect of the urban environ¬ 

ment.” 

3) “The inadequate cumulative analyses pre¬ 

vented the Commission from gaining a true 

perspective on the consequences of approving 

these projects. ... For example, since EIR’s 

do not describe the true severity and signifi¬ 

cance of the cumulative impacts adequately, 

they cannot demonstrate, to an apprehensive 

citizenry already reeling from the effects of 

past downtown development, that the Com¬ 

mission has, in fact, analyzed and considered 

the environmental consequences of its ac¬ 

tions.” 

In essence, the Court’s very strong statei^w; 

repeats what resident organizations n^e 

been saying since the downtown growth 

issue was first debated in the late Sixties. 

We give credit to the Court of Appeals for its 

decision and for its courage in bucking the 

downtown booster mentality that has domin¬ 

ated San Francisco politics for so long. Great 

credit is also due to attorney Sue Hestor for 

her tireless and effective legal efforts on be¬ 

half of honest Environmental Statements. 

Now that the cumulative effects of growth 

have been defined by the Court as a legiti- 8 



mate concern of municipal planners we hope 

that Mayor Feinstein and the Board of Su¬ 

pervisors will move quickly to correct the «oblem as identified by the Court of 
Ipeals. 

Semaphore Staff 

Editor 

Lynne M. Burwell 

Business Manager 

Eric Johnson 

Ad Coordinator 

Kathleen Cannon 

Editorial 

John Robiola 

Ad Staff 

Terry Achelis 

Kathleen Cannon 

Joe Gans 

Sally Hartzell 

Rosemary Jones 

Joan McCoy 

John Schick 

Contributors 

Pat Brown 

John D. Dolan 

Margaret Gwathmey 

Bob Katz 

Herb Kosovitz 

Nancy McCabe 

Rhoda Robinson 

Ruth Shelby 

Jane Winslow 

982-7639 
523 Broadway 

Lunch & Dinner 

11:00 a.m. 
to 

10:00 p.m. 

Open Sundays 

Levi’s Plaza 

MEADERS CLEANERS 
Complete Dry Cleaning 

Services 

1475 Sansome St. 

San Francisco, CA. Paula Meaders Kearn 
781 -8200 

“Where other coffee shops shop ...” 

CAFFE MALVINA 

Coffee Beans • Espresso & Cappuccino Machines 

(415) 392-4736 51 2 Union Street 

SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS 
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•Wlwt) 

Hi Look Forward I 
To Credit Flexibility 

I With Design Line. I ; 
Your personal revolving credit line 

SECURITY PACIFIC BANK 

Levi’s Plaza Branch 
1105 Battery Street, 445-4613 

•SERVICE MARK OWNED BY SECURITY PACIFIC CORPORATION 
THE LOOKING FORWARD BANK IS A TRADEMARK OF SECURITY PACIFIC CORPORATION 

® SECURITY PACIFIC ©1983 SPNB MEMBER FDIC 
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MYSTERY SPOT OF THE MONTH 

Due to some confusion about where to submit entries. The following members correctly 
chose Finocchio’s entry, overlooking Broadway: 

Katherine Koelsch Nate and Nan Roth Marilyn Clemens 

Please mail all entries to THD Mystery Spot, Post Office Box 330159, San Francisco, CA 

94133. The winner receives two free drinks at the next THD dinner meeting. 
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Property Owners & Renters 
Public Service Guide 

Reprinted from Assemblyman Art Agnos’s 

newsletter 

Rental Agreements 

To protect the rights of both property owners 

and renters all rental agreements should be 

made in writing. By law, a lease for a period 

longer than one year must be in writing. 

Cleaning or Security Deposits 

Property owner may keep that part of the 

deposit needed to pay for unpaid rent, to re¬ 

pair damages to the apartment caused by the 

renter, (beyond normal wear and tear), and 

to clean the apartment. The refund should be 

returned to the tenant within two weeks af- 

ter moving out. The renter cannot use secur¬ 

ity deposits in place of the last month’s rent. 

• Since September 1, 1983 city law has re¬ 

quired property owners to pay interest on 

any security deposits they have held. If a 

renter resides in an apartment for more than 

one year the property owner must pay the 

renter annual interest of 5% on any deposits. 

Rent Increases 

After March 1 of each year, property owners 

may increase rents by between 4% and 7%. 

The actual percentage allowed is set by the 

Residential Rent Stabilization and Arbitra¬ 

tion Board at the beginning of each year and 

is based on the rate of inflation in the preced¬ 

ing year. 

For the period from March 1, 1984 to Febru¬ 

ary 28, 1985 property owners may increase 

rents by as much as 4%. The increase must be 

based on a renter’s current rent and may not 

include any extra charges such as utility pas¬ 

sthroughs. Rent cannot be increased unless* 

one full year has passed since the last in™ 
crease. 

Property owners also may increase rent each 

year to cover the costs of capital improve¬ 

ments, building rehabilitation, energy con¬ 

servation measures, or increased utility 

costs. Most of these increases must be 

approved in advance by the Rent Board. 

Property owners: remember to check with 

the Rent Board before increasing rents. 

If a property owner decreases services this 

may be considered a rent increase under the 

law. For example, if a property owner takes 

away the use of a garage which was previous¬ 

ly made available, this could be considered a 

rent increase. 

Finally, with any rent increase, property 

owners must notify tenants in writing at 

least thirty days before the date the rent in¬ 

crease takes effect. This notice must indicate 

what each part of the increase reflects: the 

annual increase, costs for capital improve¬ 

ments, etc. 

Repairs 

Unless the renter causes damage, the proper¬ 

ty owner must make sure that the apartment 

meets these minimum standards: 

• no leaks, no broken doors or windows; 

• the plumbing must work including hot and 

cold water and working sewer or septic 

tank connection; 

• the heater must be available a minimum of 

thirteen hours per day in residential hotels 

and apartments; 

• the lights and wiring must work and be 

safe; 
12 



floors, stairways and railings must be in 

good repair; 

must be clean when rented; 

ve sufficient garbage cans with covers; 

rats, mice, roaches, or other pests. 

A renter should notify a property owner in 

writing of any needed repairs and keep a 

copy. 

Under state law, if the repairs are not made 

by the property owner within a reasonable 

time, the renter can make the repairs when 

the cost of the repairs is not more than one 

month’s rent. The tenant must keep a receipt 

of the costs and can deduct them from the 

next rent payment. This right can only be 

used once in an 12-month period. 

The Rent Board can deny a property owner 

any part of the allowable annual rent in¬ 

crease until the necessary repairs are made. 

Moving Out/Evictions 

Renters normally must give 30 days written 

notice of their plans to leave. Without proper 

notice, the renter may have to pay additional 

rent. In a month-to-month rental the proper¬ 

ty owner must give thirty days written notice 

asking the renter to leave. If the renter is 

bsMnd in the rent, the property owner must 

days written notice asking the renter 

to pay or move out. 

A property owner cannot legally walk into an 

apartment and physically remove or lock out 

a renter or turn off utilities. Evictions must 

be done through the courts. A property owner 

must have a “just cause” to evict, such as 

failure to pay rent or violation of the terms of 

a rental agreement. If a renter believes he 

has been evicted without just cause he may 

petition the Rent Board to have the eviction 

reviewed. 

Discrimination 

Discrimination in housing on the basis of 

race, color, religion, national origin, ances¬ 

try, sex and marital status, as well as against 

blind, visually handicapped, physically dis¬ 

abled, or families with children, is illegal. If 

you believe a property owner is discriminat¬ 

ing against you, contact the San Francisco 

Human Rights Commission or The Califor¬ 

nia Department of Fair Employment and 

Housing. 

The information contained in this guide was 

compiled with assistance from the S.F. Rent 

Stabilization and Arbitration Board and in¬ 

formation supplied by the State of California 

Department of Consumer Affairs. It is current 

as of March, 1984. 
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Who to Call 

San Francisco Rent Stabilization 

and Arbitration Board 

170 Fell Street Room 16 

Phone: 621-Rent 

Coalition for Better Housing Serves Property Owners 

1801 Van Ness Avenue 

Suite 350 

Phone: 474-6987 

San Francisco Tenants Union Serves Renters 

558 Capp Street 

Phone: 282-6622 

Old St. Mary’s Housing Committee Serves Renters 

660 California Street 

Phone: 398-0724 

Serves Property Owners 

and Renters 

PIER 31 WAREHOUSE 
Warehousing Services Division of Crent Company 

Business or 
Personal Storage 

Downtown 
San Francisco 

Drive Indoors 

Safe, Convenient 

Your Own Locked 
Metal Container Room 

Sprinklered Warehouse 

« rT-‘i 3 Mg tfflgSF 
Is m 

Pier 31 The Embarcadero 
San Francisco, CA 94111 

398-3100 
Self-Service Storage 
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foker-Kaseman Gallery 
1457 Grant Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415)989-6452 
Hours: Tues. - Sat. 12-6 

MICHIITAMI 
Recent Work MAY 4 - 31 

MUNSON & BULWINKLE 
Prints/Paintings/Sculpture JUNE 5-30 

MATSUMOTO 
Screenprints/ Drawings JULY 6 - AUG 4 

<s^ i 
BOON GUSTO «* is 

Cucina Toscana 
The finest meats, vegetables, fish and cheeses 

— Pasta made fresh daily — 
1512 STOCKTON STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 

392-1587 • 392-1700 

open 7 days 

VALET PARKING 

434-2248 

Vallejo and 
Grant Avenue 

fresh homemade pasta 

AND FRESH FISH 

FROM OUR OWN BOA T 
Open 7 Days - Dining — 11:30 am to 2:00 am 
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Meet Your Neighbor 
Ruth Cuneo 

CAFFE ROMA 
414 COLUMBUS AVENUE 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133_TEL.: 391-8584 

'De^ / lifter 
lant 

Specializing in French Basque Dinners 
and Mixed Drinks 

PHONE 391-4249 732 BROADWAY 

WELLS FARGO 

Ronald J. Derenzi 
Assistant Vice President and Manager 

Columbus Avenue Office 
The Only 24-Hour Banking Service 

in North Beach 

Wells Fargo Express Stop 
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Except for an 11 year hiatus in New 

Mrs. Ruth M. Cuneo has lived in the immedi¬ 

ate area all her life. When her husband died 

in 1972 she could have gone and lived with 

the children, but she didn’t want to. “I love 

San Francisco,” she said. “I was born here. I 

grew up and went to school here. I worked 

here. I’ve known some of my neighbors for 60 

years.” Born on May 19, 1894, she currently 

resides at 1821 Grant Avenue in an apart¬ 

ment filled with antiques, photographs of her 

family, paintings and books, and one with a 

beautiful view of the bay. That new building 

replaced a cottage that Mr. and Mrs. Cuneo 

owned, which was itself a replacement for a 

Victorian that went up in flames in 1906. 

Somewhat limited now by severe muscle 

cramps in her legs, Mrs. Cuneo has always 

been a doer. She taught at any number of 

local kindergartens. Her pay was $42.00, and 

in those days it came in two twenty-dollar 

pieces and two silver dollars. “I stood in line 

for it at City Hall.” During World War II, 

Ruth Cuneo worked as a volunteer for the 

Telegraph Neighborhood Association, then 

located in the Maybeck Building on StMt 

ton. She worked with kids and teenageif®! 

conjunction with the Red Cross. 

A good teacher, she was also, apparently, a 

good mother. She has three children, eight 

grand children and ten great-grandchildren. 

One of her grandsons is the glassblower, 

Steven Maslach, with a studio in Larkspur. 

Her daughter-in law is the swimmer, Ann 

Curtis. Her husband’s nephew is Terence 

Cuneo whose autobiography, The Mouse and 

the Master, is filled with photographs of his 

paintings and illustrations, including one of 

Queen Elizabeth’s coronation that hangs in 



Buckingham Palace. Mrs. Cuneo’s brother- 

in-law, Rinaldo Cuneo, painted two of the 

murals (“Bay Area Hills”) at Coit Tower. 

^ier husband, a free-lance engraver and 

^^ustrator, numbered Tiffany’s among his 

clients. 

Her father arrived in this city with nothing, 

saw a sign at the Fontana Company (which 

became Del Monte), situated where the 

Hyatt Regency on Union now stands, reading 

“book keeper wanted,” and ended up an ex¬ 

ecutive for them. When Mrs. Cuneo’s mother 

came to this country from Denmark, she did 

not speak English. Hired by an aunt to do 

housework, she was spotted by a neighbor, 

Mrs. Fontana, who encouraged her to become 

a stenographer. Mrs. Cuneo’s parents met in 

the Fontana office. 

Mrs. Cuneo remembers Aquatic Park before 

it was filled in, and she has some wonderful 

photographs from that period. From the 

backyard of her family’s house, still standing 

at 870 Northpoint, she and her two sisters 

walked down a sandbank to the bay. She also 

remembers the 1906 earthquake. “Thursday, 

the day after, was the worst,” she said. The 

three sisters lugged water up from the bay. 

Their mother after soaking gunny sacks in §salt water, carried them to her husband 

he roof, where they were used to beat out 

flying sparks and embers. “We did that 

all day. Burning boards were flying all 

around.” Mrs. Cuneo said. She is emphatic 

about one aspect of the earthquake she 

doesn’t feel is generally mentioned enough: 

city buildings, including City Hall, didn’t 

stand up, while privately constructed places 

did. 

“What was it like for you?” I asked. (Ruth 

Cuneo was then twelve.) 

“When it hit, I screamed. My father rushed in 

to comfort me. My mother was worried about 

ROSSI 

PHARMACY 

Giovanni Abundo 
Tony D’Alessandro 

1600 
Stockton 

Delivery Service 

421-2121 

BOOK SHOP 

1255 BATTERY ST. 
LEVI’S PLAZA 

SAN FRANCISCO 

PHONE 433 - 1122 
Monday — Saturday 

"We are a small island, 

but you see what we do. " 

—G. Meredith 

VS SHOE SERVICE 
42V Columbus Avenue 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 94133 

4 1 5/9B2-2697 

Levi’s Plaza Market 
The Finest in: 

Groceries 
Liquor 

Deli 
Wine 
Meats 

Mon-Fri: 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sat: 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sun: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

1425 Sansome St. • (415) 982-8090 
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»#*«*** A ***************** 

^ ^each i 
PIZZA | 
433-24441 
Delivery j 

Up! 
The Fastest Pizza Delivery Service in San Francisco. * 

* 
Open 7 days a week from 11 AM to 1 AM, * 

Friday and Saturday to 3 AM * 

1499 Grant Ave., corner of Union St. * 

San Francisco 
»*****# ^ 

981-6640 

SAN FRANCISCO 

T R. AV E S E FLV" I O E 

13 VS 3 Montgomery Street] 

(3r^F!i) 
Joan Curry — owners — Susan Smith 

Collectibles • Deco • Antiques • Kitsch 
Genuine Borsalino Hats 

Since 1975 

12 Noon to 11 pm at NIGHT! 
(Sun 12-6 pm. Mon. thru Thur» 10 am - 9:30 pm) 

Browse through a "Free Museum. " A maze of 

intriguingly beautiful oddities and bizarre 

collectible gifts! Select greeting cards and 

eccentric postcards from the largest 

selection of artist designs in the Cily. Try 

on a classic Borsalino hat. felt or Panama. 

NEARBY - 4 Blocks North 

1562 Grant Corner Filbert 

PH: 982-5539 

a bamboo planter, but she also filled the 

bathtub with undrinkable water.” Ruth 

Cuneo smiled at the memory. Drinking wa¬ 

ter came from a well where Ruth Asawa’s 

mermaid fountain (at Ghirardelli Squar^^ 

now located. “We were told to leave but^i 

didn’t,” she said. It seems, also, there was 

another small matter. Ruth was suffering 

from a swollen gland that was getting worse 

(“We had been sleeping outside”). A doctor 

operated on her a week after the big jolt, and 

just as he was making the incision, an after¬ 

shock caused him to slip. Mrs. Cuneo still 

carries the scar, and walks now, when she is 

able to walk at all, with a cane. But she is not 

an embittered woman. 

“You get what you give in this world,” she 

said. Mrs. Cuneo has given and done a lot. In 

her clear, strong voice, she told me in detail 

about trips she made to Europe in 1972 and 

again in 1978. Just last Christmas she made 

ravioli for 28 people. I must have frowned. 

She explained that some other ladies made 

the dough from scratch but that she made the 

filling and sauce. I was still frowning. The 28, 

it turned out, were family, and “ravioli,” she 

said, “wasn’t the main dish.” 

“Oh,” I said, wondering about ravioli for 

Christmas. 

“A thousand ravioli,” she added, smilii 

I could have listened all day, but her physical 

therapist was due and we had to conclude our 

interview. I came away feeling that Mrs. 

Ruth M. Cuneo is a strong and loving woman 

with a lively mind and a wonderful memory. 

We are lucky to have her as one of our mem¬ 

bers. 

John D. Dolan 
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Free Computer Classes 
This Summer 
A community college here in North Beach at 

940 Filbert St. is offering free classes for r 

^lults. This summer, a number of beginning 

computer classes will be offered free. 

Introduction to Personal Computers—a 

hands-on class covering three common mic¬ 

rocomputer software applications, Wordstar, 

Visicalc, and database. 

10:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Tu Th Rm. 8 

6:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. M W Rm. 3 

Beginning BASIC—a beginning program¬ 

ming class in the BASIC language, which is 

most commonly found in microcomputers. 

10:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. M W F Rm. 4 

6:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Tu Th Rm. A1 

Computer Literacy—an introductory class 

covering the history of computers, data pro¬ 

cessing concepts, uses of computers, and com¬ 

ponents of a computer system. 

Introduction to Computers—a 9-week course 

that combines Computer Literacy and 

BASIC programming. 

8:00 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. daily Rm. 4 

The centers has a computer lab with 20 Hon- 

|Arell terminals and 6 IBM PC’s to provide 

Mmds-on practice. Come to the first class and 

register. For more information, please call 

the Chinatown North Beach Community 

Center at 776-0808. 

Summer Session I — May 29 to June 30 

Summer Session II — July 9 to August 4 

Board of Directors’ Report 
Motions Passed—February 21, 1984 

To extend a formal thank you to Lee England 

for her contribution of $95.00, received from 

the January sale of her jewelry. 

,o° 

San Francisco 
1035 Battery Street 

(415) 362-4400 

Palo Alto 
Santa Clara • San Jose 
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Washington Square _ - 

Bar^fGrUI. 
Washington 

Square 

-v 
Open daily for Lunch & Dinner 

Union 

I ^ 
1707 Powell St. 982-8123 

Bruno Iacopi 

R. IACOPI and CO. 
Specialty Veal and Sausage 

1460-1462 Grant Ave. 421-0757 

TELEGRAPH TTTT.T, ANTIQUES 
560 union street 

sen francisco, ca 94133 

Mon. - Sat. 12-5:30 
or by Appointment (415) 982-7055 

To contribute $250 to the Tel Hi Neighbor¬ 

hood Center. 

To take no position on the North of Market 

Safeway petition, which protests the closi^| 

of a Safeway and seeks to insure that neig^^ 

borhoods are informed when markets are 

closed. The Board will monitor this problem 

in our neighborhood. 

To oppose a second deck on the Golden Gate 

Bridge. 

Motions Passed—March 20, 1984 

To thank Virginia Sletteland for her efforts 

as membership chairwoman in providing 

successful parties for new members. 

To reaffirm our original position on Mission 

Bay and to have Jane Winslow review our 

previous letter on the subject. 

To support Jane Winslow in joining with 

other neighborhood groups in getting the 

Talespinners to perform in our area, with the 

financial obligation to be decided at the dis¬ 

cretion of the executive committee. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

BAY & COLUMBUS CHEVRON STATION 

Dick Mary, Proprietor 

1196 Columbus Avenue 
441-9947 Chevron 

“We take better 
care of your car! ” 

Tune Up — Brakes — Road Service 

Motions Passed—April 17, 1984 

To pay Dr. Rogers the full invoice (dated 2^^' 

84) as soon as reasonably possible from^ne 

THD general fund and/or money sought from 

other sources earmarked for Dr. Rogers. 

To advise the developer of 221 Filbert (steps) 

to continue the hearing on his variance pend¬ 

ing THD review of the project. If the variance 

is not continued, THD will oppose it. 

To contribute $100 to the Sunshine Amend¬ 

ment proposed by the Open Space Committee 

of the city. 
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The Year of the Rat in Chinatown . . . 

The Year of the R.A.T.S, on Telegraph Hill. 

Residents Against Trash. 

Remember— 

There’s no glitter in litter, 

There’s no panache in trash. 

Won’t you help us clean the Hill 

By RATTING in a flash? 

Call 433-2369 to report illegal dumping, in¬ 

adequate garbage pick up, or any sightings of 

those furry critters. 

We’ll report on our progress in the next 

Semaphore . . . 

. DEFftKIMENTS 
It's The Most Elaborate Gift Shop in North Beach 
No, It's the Smallest Department Store in Town. 

Baskets, Tabletops, Toys, Crystal, Gift Wrapping, Desk 

Accessories, Candles, Rag Rugs, Christmas Ornaments, 

Soaps, Umbrellas, Gourmet Foods. 

1450 GRANT AVENUE SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 415-956-7534 



“I make 
fitness 
part 

of my 
ifestyle 
Telegraph 
ill” 

NINE 
Telegraph Hill 
”,Member 

1850 Kearny Street 
San Francisco, Calif. 94111 
Phone (415) 543-7992 for 
Membership Information. 

great facilities telegraph Hill Club great people 

Thomas Cara Ltd. 
Espresso machines for the 

home or business; new or 
rebuilt, at lowest prices 

in San Francisco 

517 Pacific Ave. SU. 1-0383 

THD Welcomes New Members 

Mike Alderete 

Howard Becker 

Richard Berridge 

George M. Davis 

Robert Dunn 

Kit Durgin 

Rhoda Feldman 

Alan Fenster 

Eugene & Barbara Geiger 

Paul & Elsie Holt 

Kate Hunter 

Mary Lou Jacobsen 

Julius’ Castle 

Mr. & Mrs. James Kelso 

Leo P Kane 

Jackie Lane 

Paul & Joan McCoy 

James Nelson 

Jeffrey C. Nelson 

Nicolas 

Alexandra Petrich 

A1 Rodriguez 

Barbara M. Smith 

Scott Smith 

Rachel M. Strickland 

Irma Sturla 

Joan E. Tracey 

Francesca Wolterding 

Gloria M. Woo 

Port Update 

Last Fall, San Francisco lost an outstanding 

Port Director and we lost a good friend, Ed 

David. He worked hard and successfully to 

revive our ailing port. Members of the THD 

Waterfront Committee had many occasions 

to work closely with him on important water¬ 

front issues and admired him for his integri¬ 

ty and human warmth. His vision extended 

beyond strictly maritime responsibilities to 

include the vital role the waterfront has 

played for the entire city since its beginning. 22 



Former Port Commission President Eugene 

L. Gartland was appointed to succeed David. 

In a speech to our members last February, 

new Director offered a dynamic preview 

is plans, which include securing an effi¬ 

cient railroad link for the port. Recent press 

reports indicate that this goal is close to a 

realization. Like his predecessor, Eugene 

Gartland stresses the waterfront’s crucial 

role in the city’s history—past and future. 

We are looking forward to continued coopera¬ 

tion with the port under his leadership. 

Congratulations to Anne Halsted on her 

appointment as a Port Commissioner! We 

also congratulate the Port Commission for 

acquiring such an exceptionally able new 

member. Anne has been active in numerous 

civic positions, including the Redevelopment 

Commission and the Open Space Acquisition 

Committee. We don’t have to tell our mem¬ 

bers about the active role Anne has played in 

the THD, including service as president for 

two terms. Maritime issues and the relation 

between waterfront and city have always 

been of special interest to her, and we are 

proud to have a Hill Dweller serve the city as 

port commissioner. 

Former Supervisor Jack Morrison, who 

s^^ed with great distinction as Port Com- 

^^sioner for many years, has been 

appointed to the Civil Service Commission. 

Jack has always been a loyal friend of the 

neighborhoods, without ever neglecting the 

needs of the city as a whole. We wish him well 

in his new and challenging appointment. 

Pfeiffer Park Under Way! 

Work on this park, designed for the stub end 

of Pfeiffer Street above Grant, will begin 

soon! 

After hearings before the Department of 

Public Works (3/16) and the Supervisors’ 

Public Works Committee (4/13), at which 

legal challenges to the city’s title to the street 

and its right to allow the park were dismis¬ 

sed, the Board of Supervisors approved the 

permit unanimously on April 23rd. 

The park, to be built and maintained by the 

developer, at no cost to the city, will greatly 

enhance the quality of life in our crowded 

neighborhood. No longer will the stub end of 

Pfeiffer Street be covered with impenetrable 

underbrush—a street belonging to all but 

accessible to no one. The park’s design was 

worked out over two years in lengthy ses¬ 

sions between the developer’s landscape 

architect and the neighborhood advisory 

committee. Its informal scheme consists of a 

meandering stair at grade, constructed of 

railroad ties, and exposed-aggregate land¬ 

ings leading to a small overlook whose loca- i 

tion will be determined when work reaches 

the top of Pfeiffer Street. Planting will in¬ 

corporate existing trees, additional native 

trees, shrubs, groundcover, and a sprinkler 

system. 

The project actually started back in 1962, 

when Jack Early obtained a grant to plant 

trees and beautify the bottom portion of 

Pfeiffer above Grant. Our thanks go to Jack 

who has faithfully maintained the trees, the 

landscape architect and the design commit¬ 

tee who worked out a sensitive design, the 

city agencies who expedited the permit proc¬ 

edure and the Board of Supervisors for their 

unanimous approval. Special thanks to Su¬ 

pervisors Maher and Hongisto who were able 

to untangle some last-minute legal objec¬ 

tions that threatened to delay the park con¬ 

struction. 
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